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Community & Disability Services Ministers’ Conference
COMMUNIQUÉ

Perth – Tuesday 19 April 2011

National Disability Strategy

Ministers noted the endorsement of the National Disability Strategy by the Council of Australian Governments. They discussed the importance of strong links between disability and other key policy areas. Ministers agreed to seek nominations from other Ministerial Councils to champion disability issues and the implementation of the Strategy in policy areas such as education and health.

The Strategy sets out a 10-year national plan for improving the lives of people with disability, their families and carers. It focuses on six broad policy areas: health and wellbeing; personal and community support; economic security; learning and skills; rights, protection, justice and legislation; and inclusive and accessible communities. 

National Disability Agreement Reform Priorities

The Ministers noted the progress made towards the National Disability Agreement policy reform directions.

Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to progress access to aids and equipment and national quality standards reforms as priorities towards improving services for people with a disability.

They also agreed that links with other mainstream service systems, such as health, will be important in supporting younger people in, or at risk of entering, residential aged care.

The Ministers agreed to pursue common assessment tools for consideration across State, Territory and Commonwealth programs and services to support continued momentum in reform of disability services nationally.
Productivity Commission Inquiry into Disability Care and Support: Draft Report

Ministers acknowledged the broad objectives of a national disability insurance scheme to improve services for people living with a disability and agreed to continue to work together towards these objectives.

The NDIS provides an opportunity for major and sustainable reform of the disability sector that has the potential to provide certainty, simplicity and support for people with a disability, their carers and their families.

National Standards for Out-of-Home Care: Proposed Schedule for Development and Implementation of New Measures

Ministers today agreed to a schedule of national measurement and reporting arrangements for the National Standards for out-of-home care. This builds on the December 2010 agreement to introduce National Standards from July 2011. The framework will be the vehicle for driving continuous improvement and developing national consistency in reporting on outcomes for children and young people in out-of-home care.
Five measures will be reported on from July 2011 with other standards being reported on progressively. Measures will be progressively introduced so that by 2015, there will be 22 measures reported against the full set of national standards.

Homelessness
Ministers noted the presentations by Western Australia on initiatives that integrate community services and housing support, including the Foyer Oxford currently under development that will provide accommodation for young people who are at risk of, or experiencing, homelessness.
Unaccompanied Humanitarian Minors

Ministers agreed the Commonwealth, through the Department of Immigration and Citizenship, to convene a meeting with relevant Commonwealth and State and Territory government officials to outline proposed policy reforms relating to guardianship and settlement services for unaccompanied humanitarian minors.
Abandoned and Relinquished Babies
Ministers asked Victoria to lead work to identify options that are currently available to respond to the issue of abandoned and relinquished babies.
Protocol for Displaced Persons

Ministers have agreed to develop a set of joint protocols to respond to large numbers of displaced persons who move into other jurisdictions and require emergency assistance.
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